
II Just when the attention of the motor- 
cycle world was being directed towards the 
new developments pouring out of several 
other major manufacturers, Honda sneaks 
up and unveils its new 350cc four-cylinder 
road machine-the CB-350 K4. 

Honda, as it has done so many times in 
the past, went on to monopolize the 
headlines with the new machine and 
brought flagging attention back on itself in 
one masterful stroke. 

The newest four from Honda really 
borders on technological overkill. Like its 
750cc and 500cc bigger brothers. tlie 350 
bristles with beautiful touches. Theengine. 
naturally, is the focal point for the motor- 
cycle, and rightly so. Externally. it resem- 
bles its brethren, but the similarities stop 
there. The 350 Four shares little with the 
500 Four and naturally, the 500and the 750 

really only have four-cylinders in common. 
The 350cc (actually 347cc) Four's engine 

is new from the cases up. although it is or- 
thodox in relation to  other Honda four- 
cylinder design concepts. That is. the 
powerplant is a transversely-mounted four 
fitted with a single overhead camshaft. 
Four 20mm Keihin carburetors feed the 
beast and exhausts are funnelled through 
and out four very nicely-shaped-and- 
located mufflers. 

The Honda mufflers bear further 
comment since they are extremely quiet in 
operation. It would take some spirited 
throttle work to scream the engine and 
make offensive sounds out the rear of the 
bike. In all types of riding. the mufflers 
purred out a mellow and melodic chuff- 
chuff. It definitely should not bea  problem 
with irate neighbors or the local gen- 



darmes. Score Honda high in the muffler 
department! 

But now that we've got the engine sigh- 
ing over neatly and  it's warm. let's take a 
spin and look a t  several of the maior 
reasons why, despite some faults and slight 
underperformance, Honda is going to  sell- 
out these new 350cc Fours. 

At idle, the engine transmits virtually n o  
vibration at  all. It merely burbles awav 
underneath you. waitingfor action on  vour 
Dart. There is a n  interesting varietv of 
noises discernible a t  idle: however. that can 
best be described as clatter. This is caused 
by the intricate workings of all those 
valves. springs, lifters, cam lobes and what 
not. It's a n  unusual noise. not bothersome 
at  all. and  makes you think that things are  
running very loose in the top end. A flick of  
the wrist brings more revs and the clatter 
tightens up  and  disappears and the engine 
begins to  work with a turbine-like hum. a 
characteristic of the other two Honda 
Fours. 

Engine noise. which has been snuffed out 
a t  the exhausts, has also been thoughtfullv 
controlled a t  the intake end by the use of  
large plastic airboxes that serve to  still the 
in-rushingair. Dry paper element filters are 
used and will probably suffice nicelv in 
general street use. protected a s  they are bv 
the voluminous air boxes. However. in- 
dividual owners are  going to  be replacing 

the stock items with foamjoil  'filters, a s  We think you'll agree that the newest 

often happens. The  foam/oi l  units will Honda four looks as pretty 
as it goes. Take a look at  

work well but there might be a slight in- the rear cover to s e e  it in color. 
crease in intake noise with them. Nothing. 
we hasten to  add. that will turn your new 
toy into a roaring beast. however. 

Honda hasn't officially released any 
horsepower figures for the 350 Four  as yet. 
Educated guesses put the figure at  around 
30. which is quite mild. After all. the 
Honda 350cc Twin road machine pumps 
out about the same horsepower and it 
doesn't have the mechanical sophistication 
of the Four.  However. mechanical trickery 
doesn't always mean heavy horsepower in- 
creases. Sure. the new 350 Four  has four 
cvlinders. carbs and  pipes. but it also has 
more weight (total engine weight is around 
135 Ibs.. meaning very heavv) and bulk and 
more power-robbing friction. 

All of which means that, surprisingly. 
you're probably going t o  get more per- 
formance per dollar out of the 350cc Twin 
than this new Four.  Really! But if it's per- 
formance that's guiding your purchase. 
spend a little more  and get the 500 o r  750. 
You see. the 350 is not a stoplight grand 
prix machine. It is fast and quick and  res- 
ponsive, but its long suit is in balance. 

The 350 Four  is a balanced hike. All its 
systems work in harmony and make it a 

,joy to  ride. Those 30 ponies d o  their thing 
through a butter-smooth. five-speed 
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Handling is a strong point 
for the 350 Four and the machine 
shows great straight line stability 

at freeway speed. Acceleration is 
less than exciting due in the main 

to the machine's heft, about 400 Ibs. 

Gas tank holds 3.2 gallons which 
gives a maximum possible touring 

range of about 150 miles between fill-ups. 

transmission. Gears engage with feel and 
when the clutch engages. you can tell 
because there's a little drivetrain snatch 
which is altogether common with Honda 
motorcycles. A little idiot light winks on to 
help you find neutral. The neutral light. in- 
cidentally, shares a small light panel with 
multi-colored lights for the high beam in- 
dicator, oil warning and turn indicators. 

A year or so ago. an American firm 
started marketing a bolt-on accessory 
panel like this for Honda models so it looks 
like the factory has taken a cue from the 
U.S. market and has included its own idiot 
lights. The ljanel serves mainly to give the 
illusion of more sophisticated motoring. 
You could do without it. On the subject of 
instrumentat ion,  the  fine Honda  
speedometer/tachometer combination is 
rubber-mounted in tilted easy view. The 
speedo has odometer and resettable trip 
odometer and both worked smoothlv and 
easily without any wild gyrations from the 
pointer needles. 

But back to riding. With each cylinder 
displacing a tiny 87cc and all that 
machinery inside whirling and spinning, 
you can rightly surmise that the 350 Four is 
a high-winder. Torque buffs should g o  
get a BSA Victor or even a 350 Twin. The 
new 350 Four just doesn't haveany torque. 
But what it lacks in low-end pulling power. 
it makes up in spades when the throttle is 
twisted further and things begin getting 
together. 

You feel the power building in a rush and 
it's very pleasant indeed. Each gear change 
serves t o  make the bike jet ahead even 
faster and you're absolutely flying by the 
time fifth is engaged. But we'd better bring 
back that concept of balance here before 
the power/acceleration syndrome takes 



over. Sure, the 350 Four can move out with 
gusto. What's more impressive. however. is 
how it does it. A Harley-Davidson 
Sportster flat gets with it and little thought 
is given to how it goes about raising the 
hairs on the back of your neck. 

With the Honda, how is almost more im- 
portant than the mere fact that it performs 
quite well. The Honda has no mechanical 
whining or  screaming to unnerve you. The 
mufflers don't emit a grinding bellow. Just 
a soft chuff-chuff-chuff-chuff coming in 
rapid-fire succession to let you know that 
you're getting with the program. Adding to 
the package of balanced power are the 
brakes and the spot-on handling. Perhaps 
we should say brake. Most of the bike's 
stopping ability is focused on the superb 
(funny how that word pops up in Honda 

tests!) 10%-inch front disc. Hydraulically 
actuated, it brings rider and machine to  an 
immediate halt and the rear drum unit, 6 
inches in diameter, serves only as a back- 
up, really. It is a super brake in the 
tradition of Honda discs and even features 
its own mini-splash fender to control water 
spray in wet weather riding. 

The handling unifies the bike. The power 
and the brakingare merely ideas until they 
are melded with the chassis-and what a 
fine-handling chassis Honda has come up 
with. Nothing particularly radical. .lust a 
well-designed double down-tube cradle 
frame, finished in black with the usual 
quality Japanese welds evident. That is, a 
little on thecobby side but not bad for mass 
production. 

The 350 Four can easily breed over- 
confidence in a new rider. It handles that 
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One of the CB 350 Four's best 
virtues is its very quiet running. 

Four very well-positioned and 
finely-styled exhaust pipes effectively 

snuff out all exhaust harshness. 

pipes that the fenders would probably be 
better if they were painted maroon. A little 
less flashy and gaudy. The seat is nicely 
shaped but a bit hard. Perhaps it was just 
newness. 

And, damn it, Honda, when are you go- 
ing to  get your act together and put the 
ignition switch up on the control panel? 
That's right, the key is still stuck down 
under the tank on the left side of the frame. 
Dumb. A nice tool kit is included in a plas- 
tic tray under the seat but there is little 
room for anything else. The seat locks 
down to prevent thefts. Nice touch. 

The handlebars are oddly-shaped but 
fall into place and did the job. Wouldn't 
clin-ons be nice as an accessorv? Wow! The 
Federal government, in its infinite wisdom 
(actually finite!). has decreed that motor- 
cycles shall have to  have such and such 
lighting, this big and this bright and so on. 
Therefore, to  satisfy Federal regulations. 
Honda has fitted a massive. cherry-red tail 
light that really breaks up the curves of the 
motorcycle. Your eye drinks in all the 
smooth, gliding lines and angles and 
then-bang-that tail light hits you in the 
mouth. Ugh! But don't blame Honda. 
Blame our own government officials. 

Balance, then, is the key to the sales story 
on this latest product from Honda. It isn't 
the fastest Honda, nor really the fastest 21- 
incher on the highways. It's a bit 
overweight and the price will probably fall 
around $1200 out the dealer's door. But 
they'll sell 'em. Partly because the name 
Honda is on 'em, and mostly because the 
350cc Honda Four is an excellent motor- 
cycle. 

Four 20 mm Keihin carbs feed 
each tiny 87 cc cylinder. Mechanical 

noise is very subdued and not 
more than a pleasant whirr at speed. 

The electric starter is super effective 
after the engine has warmed; just a 

brush at the button will set the little 
four-hanger chufting away. 
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